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The San Luis Obispo County Inclusive Preschool Directory was compiled by
the Early Start Partners Group of San Luis Obispo County to provide
families with a comprehensive overview of preschool programs available in
San Luis Obispo County. This project was completed in winter of 2009.

Last Revision: December 2009
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NIPOMO
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Preschool:

California State Preschool – Nipomo Site

Contact Person: Nancy Norton, Director
Telephone: 782-7275
Site Address: Nipomo High School
525 N. Thompson Avenue, Room 155
Nipomo, CA 93444
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Various special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Depends on the needs of the child. We work with children on a case-by-case basis. In the
past, children with special needs have participated as guests in the program, not officially
enrolled, and they have been accompanied by a BHS or paraeducator.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to make sure we have a safe, nurturing, and loving environment for all
children. We aim to help children become self-sufficient and self-directed. We support
children to develop at their own pace. We also encourage parent participation. Parents are
required to participate in the program at least two times per month.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No. Due to staffing and locations of bathrooms.
What program options do you offer?
Monday through Friday from 8:45am-11:45am. Priority is given to 4-year-olds. If space is
available, we will take 3-year-olds as well. Free to income eligible families.
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Preschool:

Dayspring Preschool

Contact Person: Jackie Brown, Director
Telephone: 929-4999
Site Address: 112 Orchard Street
Nipomo, CA 93444
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
We have not had children with special needs in our program. At this time we are not
equipped for children with special needs. We would be willing to accommodate children with
special needs if we felt equipped to do so. In the past we had one boy who was severely
diabetic.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
It depends on the child’s needs.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We are a Christian preschool. We provide a sound, Bible-based curriculum expressing the
love of God and Christian principles for proper character development. Our teaching is
based on the word of God. Our goal is to help children to see themselves as God’s unique
creation, to esteem themselves as such, to begin to understand the wonderful world around
them, and to discover the joy of learning.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes. We offer potty training in our toddler program. However, if children are not potty
trained by the age of three, we cannot accommodate them.
What program options do you offer?
Toddler Program (18 months – 3 years): Monday through Friday, 8:00am-5:00pm. Must
attend a minimum of 2 half days a week.
Preschool Program (3 years – 6 years): Monday through Friday, 7:00am-6:00pm. Must attend
a minimum of 2 half days a week.
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Preschool:

Nipomo Head Start

Contact Person: Jami Eyre
Telephone: 929-3366
Site Address: 130 E. Tefft
Nipomo, CA 93444
Mailing Address (if different): 1030 Southwood Drive
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We reserve 10% of our enrollment slots for children with special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Ongoing training built into the program; staying up to date with the current research;
training on appropriate interactions.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our mission is to provide services to low-income families. We see parents as primary
educators of their children. To help children to be kindergarten-ready.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes. There are therapists on site as well.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 3 to 5 years. Part day programs available.
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ARROYO GRANDE
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Preschool:

Child’s Smile Day Care

Contact Person: Elizabeth Barbosa
Telephone: 481-4814
Site Address: 781 Paul Place
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
No, but we are willing to take children with special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Our staff would be required to pass the ES 111 class on working with special needs children.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We believe children need to have fun to learn.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 6 months to 5 years old. Monday through Friday, 7:30am to 5:30pm.
No half day options available.
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Preschool:

Pacific Coast Christian Preschool

Contact Person: Tanya Hoover, School Secretary
Telephone: 474-1074
Site Address: 207 Pilgrim Way
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had children with Down’s Syndrome, Autism (high-functioning), and juvenile
diabetes.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Besides the required ECE units, we encourage staff growth through training seminars,
conferences, and workshops. Topics include developmental, emotional, and behavioral arenas
for children, interventions, and networking with parents.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Children learn through play. It is the primary way they communicate. We provide
opportunities for children to learn in a comfortable environment. We use Zoophonics to
encourage language skill development.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Part-time and full-time options. Full day kindergarten with before and after school
childcare.
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Preschool:

Peace Christian Preschool

Contact Person: Roseanna Clark
Telephone: 489-9644
Site Address: 244 Oak Park Boulevard
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had children with speech and language delays, as well as children with autism.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
It is important to have classes dealing with special needs, discipline, and behavior
modification, in addition to taking child development and bi-lingual classes.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our program is scene-based, and we have a theme that we go by that is developmentally
appropriate and is changed every month.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
We have our full-day program from 7:00am to 5:30pm and an enrichment, or half-day,
program. We also offer a dance program for the children once a week.
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Preschool:

United Methodist Children’s Center

Contact Person: Maddy Quaglino
Telephone: 481-2223
Site Address: 275 N. Halcyon Road
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had children with visual impairments, speech delay, special needs with sensory,
fine and gross motor delay, as well as children with autism.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
An AA degree is important, in addition to working towards a BA. Continued education is
really important, such as workshops and training. Taking special needs classes, in addition to
multi-cultural and anti-bias classes are also very helpful.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to embrace, educate, and enhance the future development of each child in
our program with the foundation to build relationships, be responsible, and to be respectful.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
We have a toddler, preschool, and pre-k program, which can be offered as full-day, parttime, extended, or early morning.
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Preschool:

Valley View Children’s Center

Contact Person: Jamie San Bonmatsu
Telephone: 481-7534
Site Address: 240 Vernon Avenue
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. There have been children in our program with speech delays, behavioral issues, and
have had autistic children as well.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
We would, of course, want them to have completed their required ECE units, as well as
continue their education. It is also important that our staff have training in First Aid and
CPR.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We have a developmentally based program which focuses on meeting the needs of children
from where they currently stand and then working on progressing from there.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
Our preschool follows the school calendar, serving children from ages 3 to 5, and the hours
of our program are from 9:00am to 1:00pm.
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GROVER BEACH
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Preschool: California State Preschool – Grover Beach Site
Contact Person: Nancy Norton, Director
Telephone: 782-7275
Site Address: Grover Beach Elementary
365 S. Tenth Street, Rooms 3A, 3B, 3D
Grover Beach, CA 93433
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Various special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Depends on the needs of the child. We work with children on a case-by-case basis. In the
past, children with special needs have participated as guests in the program, not officially
enrolled, and they have been accompanied by a BHS or paraeducator.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to make sure we have a safe, nurturing, and loving environment for all
children. We aim to help children become self-sufficient and self-directed. We support
children to develop at their own pace. We also encourage parent participation. Parents are
required to participate in the program at least two times per month.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No. Due to staffing and locations of bathrooms.
What program options do you offer?
Monday through Friday. Three-hour day programs: 8:30am-11:30am, 8:45am-11:45am,
9:00am-12:00pm, and 1:00pm-4:00pm. Extended day program also available. Priority is given
to 4-year-olds. If space is available, we will take 3-year-olds as well. Free to income eligible
families.
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Preschool:

Dandy Lion Montessori School

Contact Person: Joanie Morawski
Telephone: 481-1735
Site Address: 1089 Baden Avenue
Grover Beach, CA 93433
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Children with speech delays. We have typically had children with mild special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Speech development training.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Children work independently with concrete materials to develop skills in math, language,
practical life, and science.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Not typically.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 2 ½ to 6 years. Monday through Friday. 7:30am to 5:30pm. Three-day, four-day, and
five-day options available. Half day or full day.
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OCEANO
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Preschool:

California State Preschool – Oceano Site

Contact Person: Nancy Norton, Director
Telephone: 782-7275
Site Address: Oceano Elementary School
1551 17th Street
Oceano, CA 93445
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Various special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Depends on the needs of the child. We work with children on a case-by-case basis. In the
past, children with special needs have participated as guests in the program, not officially
enrolled, and they have been accompanied by a BHS or paraeducator.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to make sure we have a safe, nurturing, and loving environment for all
children. We aim to help children become self-sufficient and self-directed. We support
children to develop at their own pace. We also encourage parent participation. Parents are
required to participate in the program at least two times per month.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No. Due to staffing and locations of bathrooms.
What program options do you offer?
Monday through Friday from 8:30am-11:30 am. Priority is given to 4-year-olds. If space is
available, we will take 3-year-olds as well. Free to income eligible families.
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Preschool:

Five Cities Head Start

Contact Person: Jami Eyre
Telephone: 544-4355
Site Address: 1800 Wilmar Avenue, Bldg. A
Oceano, CA 93445
Mailing Address (if different): 1030 Southwood Drive
SLO, CA 93401

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We reserve 10% of our enrollment slots for children with special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Ongoing training built into the program; staying up to date with the current research;
training on appropriate interactions.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our mission is to provide services to low-income families. We see parents as primary
educators of their children. To help children to be kindergarten-ready.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes. There are therapists on site as well.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 3 to 5 years. Part-day classes (3.5 hours) available in the mornings and afternoons. No
full-day options available.
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Preschool:

Oceano State Migrant Toddler Center

Contact Person: Christina Dulay
Telephone: 489-8125
Site Address: 1800 Wilmar Street
Oceano, CA 93445
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had a number of children with speech and language delays.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
It is important that our staff have some form of speech and language training. This way we
are constantly aware of what is appropriate for the children that we serve.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our program philosophy is to offer income eligible families service with a comprehensive
program to meet their emotional, social, health and nutritional needs.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Our center offers care for families who are migrant workers and we have some spaces
available for general child care. We offer services for children who are 18 months to 3
years.
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Preschool:

Open Door Preschool

Contact Person: Esther Myers
Telephone: 489-6327 (Preschool)/489-1678 (Church)
Site Address: 1940 Paso Robles Street
Oceano, CA 93445
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
We have had some children in special education.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Counseling experience is definitely important since most of our children come from
nontraditional homes.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We are Christian based and work to show the “love of the Lord.”
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No, but we do accept children in pull-ups.

What program options do you offer?
We offer a full-day program from 7:00am to 5:30pm, as well as a half-day program.
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PISMO BEACH
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Preschool:

Happy Time Cooperative Preschool

Contact Person: Neita Oates
Telephone: 773-2095
Site Address: 1091 Bello Street
Pismo Beach, CA 93449
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. One child who is deaf and has a cochlear implant. One child with spina bifida. One child
with autism, but his parent attends with him.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
The staff is made up of parents under the direction of one paid teacher. The teacher does
not have special education training.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Happy Time is a cooperative preschool operated by parents under the guidance of a paid
professional. We have a three hour enrichment program. It is a child-centered play-based
program.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
3 year olds: Tuesday and Thursday, 9:00-12:00
4 and 5 year olds: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:00-12:00
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, 1:00-4:00
Closed during the summer.
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Preschool:

New Life Preschool

Contact Person: Traci Bognuda
Telephone: 489-3575
Site Address: 990 James Way, Pismo Beach, CA 93449
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above
Are you licensed? Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had children dealing with all three, whether it be medical, developmental, or
emotional.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Working with children with special needs, assessment & evaluation, curriculum development,
and parent communication.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
At New Life Preschool, we believe that children learn by being active participants who
explore, experiment, and inquire. During play, children are free to experiment, attempt, and
try out possibilities, enabling them to reach above and beyond their usual level of abilities.
Play offers children opportunities to master their environment. When children play, they
are in command; they use their imagination and power of choice to determine the conditions
of play. In an environment where children are allowed to discover independently at their own
pace and in their own unique way they are more likely to become enthusiastic, inquisitive
learners.
Our environments are set up with areas to learn through blocks, language, creativity,
dramatic play, math, and science centers. We use “Group Time” to explore areas such as the
Bible, songs and finger play, calendar, and much more. An activity is planned each day to
reinforce either our weekly theme or Bible story.
Our Bible curriculum is called Route 52: 52 weeks of age-appropriate Bible stories. The
weekly Bible story is taught in the classroom during group time as well as our weekly chapel
with either our teachers or guest ministry leaders. Activities are also included to reinforce
the stories.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes. Up to 4 years.
What program options do you offer?
We offer a full-day program from 7:30am to 5:30pm. We also offer two-day (Tuesday,
Thursday), three-day (Monday, Wednesday, Friday), and five-day programs.
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Preschool:

Cal Poly Child Development Preschool Learning Lab

Contact Person: Janet Murphy
Telephone: 756-2220
Site Address: Cal Poly State University
San Luis Obispo, CA 93407

Mailing Address (if different): Psychology & Child Development Department
Cal Poly State University
1 Grand Avenue
San Luis Obispo, CA 93407

Are you licensed?
Although we adhere to all licensing guidelines, the nature of our program does not require
licensing.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Many children with autism and speech and language delays. Also a child with Soto
syndrome.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
The preschool lab is a training site for Cal Poly Child Development majors. Our staff is made
up of students and they learn about both typical and atypical child development through
their coursework.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We offer developmentally appropriate activities and individualized attention. There is a 2
½:1 child/staff ratio. We also encourage children to develop independence.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 2 1/2 through 5 years. Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 9:30am to 12:00pm.
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Preschool:

California State Preschool – Cuesta College Site

Contact Person: Nancy Norton, Director
Telephone: 782-7275
Site Address: Cuesta College
Child Care Center, Building 4000
Hwy 1 at Education Drive
San Luis Obispo, CA 93403-8106
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Various special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Depends on the needs of the child. We work with children on a case-by-case basis. In the
past, children with special needs have participated as guests in the program, not officially
enrolled, and they have been accompanied by a BHS or paraeducator.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to make sure we have a safe, nurturing, and loving environment for all
children. We aim to help children become self-sufficient and self-directed. We support
children to develop at their own pace. We also encourage parent participation. Parents are
required to participate in the program at least two times per month.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No. Due to staffing and locations of bathrooms.
What program options do you offer?
Monday through Friday from 9:00am-12:00pm. Extended day program available from
8:00am-3:45pm. Priority is given 4-year-olds. If space is available, we will take 3-year-olds
as well. Free to income eligible families.
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Preschool:

California State Preschool – San Luis Obispo Site

Contact Person: Nancy Norton, Director
Telephone: 782-7275
Site Address: Chris Jespersen Elementary School
251 Grand Avenue, Room 4
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Various special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Depends on the needs of the child. We work with children on a case-by-case basis. In the
past, children with special needs have participated as guests in the program, not officially
enrolled, and they have been accompanied by a BHS or paraeducator.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to make sure we have a safe, nurturing, and loving environment for all
children. We aim to help children become self-sufficient and self-directed. We support
children to develop at their own pace. We also encourage parent participation. Parents are
required to participate in the program at least two times per month.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
No.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No. Due to staffing and locations of bathrooms.
What program options do you offer?
Monday through Friday from 8:30am-11:30am. Extended day program available from
8:30am-5:00pm. Priority is given to 4-year-olds. If space is available, we will take 3-yearolds as well. Free to income eligible families.
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Preschool:

Children’s Waiting Room (Head Start)

Contact Person: Jami Eyre
Telephone: 594-1752
Site Address: 864 Santa Rosa St.
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Mailing Address (if different): 1030 Southwood Drive
SLO, CA 93401

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We reserve 10% of our enrollment slots for children with special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Ongoing training built into the program; staying up to date with the current research;
training on appropriate interactions.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our mission is to provide services to low-income families. We see parents as primary
educators of their children. To help children to be kindergarten-ready.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes. There are therapists on site as well.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 3 to 5 yrs. We offer part day programs with morning and afternoon classes.
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Preschool: Cuesta College Children’s
Contact Person: Haila Hafley-Kluver

Center: SLO

Telephone: 546-3285
Site Address: Cuesta College - Hwy 1
San Luis Obispo CA, 93403-8106
Mailing Address (if different):

Cuesta College
PO Box 8106
San Luis Obispo, CA 93403-8106

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had children with all types of special needs including speech, communication
delays, deafness, Down Syndrome, and Autism.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
It is important for staff to take a basic course or training on working with children in the
classroom, daily routines and activities. It is also important for staff to work with the
parents and specialists.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Learn through play. We have an eclectic philosophy to demonstrate various theories for our
lab college students. We focus on learning through these areas: cognitive, social/emotional,
physical and language/literacy.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Priority is given to Cuesta College student parents followed by faculty and staff. We have
toddler and preschool programs, half day and full day. Closed for school breaks.
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Preschool:

Foothill Preschool and Infant Center

Contact Person: Ella Green
Telephone: 543-7174
Site Address: 317 Foothill Boulevard
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Not many.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Ongoing educational training as well as early childhood education and child development
units. CPR and first aid certification.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We work on the social, emotional, and developmental needs of the child. Our older children
work on pre-readiness skills for kindergarten. We are a Christian program and incorporate
Bible study and prayer into our program.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
We are open Monday through Friday from 7:00am to 5:55pm. Our infant center is open
from 7:30am to 5:25pm. Children may attend from 2 to 5 days per week. Infant Center:
Ages 6 weeks to 18 months. Preschool: Ages 18 months to 6 years.
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Preschool:

Grandmother’s House

Contact Person: Dottie Ryan
Telephone: 541-1305
Site Address: 1344 Nipomo Street
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have children with IEPs enrolled at our school. Most of the special needs involve
speech and language delays or mild forms of Autism/Asperger’s spectrum disorder.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
It is important that our staff be familiar with typical child development and to recognize
that every child develops at his/her own rate and pace. We require staff to have completed
at least 18 units in Child Development and to pursue additional training for professional
growth. It’s also helpful for staff to know some ‘Baby Signs.’
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Grandmother’s House follows a play-based curriculum. We have monthly themes and a
language rich environment. We have small class sizes, allowing for individualized instruction.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
We don’t allow therapists to work on site, but we do allow them to observe a student during
class time.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes, in our Toddler Program.
What program options do you offer?
We are open Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 7:30am to 3:00pm and Tuesday and
Thursday from 7:30am to 12:45pm. The preschool program runs from 9:00am to 12:00pm,
and the rest of the time is designated as extended care hours (early morning, lunch, and
nap). We offer a variety of schedules, both part time and full time. We serve children ages
24 months to 5 years.
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Preschool:

High Street Head Start

Contact Person: Debra Welch
Telephone: 542-0320
Site Address: 480 High Street, Apt. C & D
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Mailing Address (if different): 1030 Southwood Drive
SLO, CA 93401

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We reserve 10% of our enrollment slots for children with special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Ongoing training built into the program; staying up to date with the current research;
training on appropriate interactions.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our mission is to provide services to low-income families. We see parents as primary
educators of their children. To help children to be kindergarten-ready.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes. There are therapists on site as well.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 3 to 5 years. Full-day program from 7:30am to 5:15pm, Monday through Friday.
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Preschool:

The Laureate Private School

Contact Person:
Telephone: 544-2141
Site Address: 880 Laureate Lane
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?

Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
No. We are not currently accepting children with special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
No response
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
No response
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
No response
Do you take children still in diapers?
No response
What program options do you offer?
No response
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Preschool:

Love to Learn Preschool

Contact Person: Kylee Jacobson
Telephone: 546-1001
Site Address: 175 High Street
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
No. We have no experience with children with special needs. We would be willing to take a
special needs child if we felt we could meet his/her needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Training specific to the child.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Children learn through play, movement, and questions.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 2 to 5 years. Monday through Friday, 7:30am to 5:30pm.
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Preschool:

Montessori Children’s School

Contact Person: Mary Kern
Telephone: 544-6691
Site Address: 4200 South Higuera
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had quite a few children with learning disabilities, a child in a wheelchair, and
a child who is blind.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Montessori training is definitely important for our staff, especially since it is the underlying
philosophy of our school.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is that all children are born with the curiosity to learn and, as educators, it
is our job to keep that flame going, in hope that they each become life-long learners.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes, definitely.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
We offer a full-day and half-day program five days a week.

35

Preschool:

Montessori School at Unity

Contact Person: Robin Rall
Telephone: 783-1960
Site Address: 1490 Southwood Drive
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had children with behavioral & speech delays and also children on medication.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
We require that our staff have the required amount of ECE units. We also prefer that our
teachers have previous teaching experience in Montessori schools.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We believe in children learning how to learn. We provide the tools for children to learn
independently. Our goal is to have children see and understand things for themselves,
especially through their hands-on experiences.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
We offer a full day and half day program for preschool as well as a full day program for
kindergarten. We also have a.m. and p.m. childcare for enrolled students.
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Preschool:

Old Mission Preschool

Contact Person: Linda Murray
Telephone: 549-8819
Site Address: 221 Daly Avenue
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Mailing Address (if different): 761 Broad Street
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. However, we do not have teachers that specialize in special education and, therefore,
the children that we do have with special needs are not very severe.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Every staff member is required to complete 20 hours of staff training a year. Ten of those
hours are focused on religion, while the other 10 are focused on academics.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We base our program on Christian philosophy and structure it in a way that is developmental
and age appropriate.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
We have Pre-1 for 3 to 4 year olds, as well as Pre-2 for 4 to 5 year olds. We also offer a
transitional kindergarten program and a regular kindergarten program.
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Preschool:

Orfalea Family and ASI Children’s Center

Contact Person: Tonya Iversen
Telephone: 756-1267
Site Address: Cal Poly State University, Bldg. 133
San Luis Obispo, CA 93407
Mailing Address (if different): 1 Grand Avenue
San Luis Obispo, CA 93407-0495

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had many children with special needs, including children on the autism
spectrum, severe developmental delays, and speech and language delays.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Our staff has a base understanding of most developmental disabilities. Training would be
specific to the needs of the child.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We are a state-funded program. Our primary focus is on social-emotional development. We
implement principles from the Reggio-Emilia project approach. There is no set curriculum; it
is derived from the interests and motivations of the children.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 4 months to 6 years. We are open Monday through Friday from 7:30am to 6:00pm.
Parents may request a Monday through Friday schedule, or a Monday/Wednesday/Friday or
Tuesday/Thursday combination. Full day or half day options. Our first priority is student
parents, faculty, and staff of Cal Poly.
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Preschool:

Parent Participation

Contact Person: Sally Aimes
Telephone: 549-1229
Site Address: 1500 Lizzie Street
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed? No

Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes, with parent participation. We are working on a collaborative program with the school
district.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Bachelor’s Degree, continuing education, conferences, in-services, and California Association
for the Education of Young Children
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
A family education focus for joint inspiration and joint integrated approach to learning. We
believe in an active partnership between teachers and family.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes
What program options do you offer?
We offer a variety of days, times, and locations. We take children from 0-8 years.
Scholarships available. Prenatal yoga offered.
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Preschool:

Sinsheimer

Contact Person: Rani Shah
Site Telephone: 781-7443

Office Telephone: 781-7300

Site Address: Hawthorne Elementary School
2125 Story
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Mailing Address (if different): 1341 Nipomo
San Luis Obispo 93401

Are you licensed?
Not at this time. We are currently in the process of becoming licensed.

Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes, we take all children.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
We do our own intensive staff training (40+ hours) twice a year. Our program is recreation
based and focuses on positive guidance.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Recreation based, positive guidance program, with an anti-bias curriculum.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes, with permission from parents and if it’s planned in advance
Do you take children still in diapers?
No, we only take children ages 3-5 years old.
What program options do you offer?
We base our program on positive guidance and we are not just a day care. We have
structure and follow a curriculum. Program hours are from 9am-12pm and are currently
seeking a location that will allow longer hours.
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Preschool:

SLO Child Development Center

Contact Person: Chelsea Star
Telephone: 544-0801 x23
Site Address: 1720 Bishop Street
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. In our program we currently have children with Type I diabetes, sickle-cell anemia, and
asthma.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
It is important that our staff have training in child development, confidentiality, and on
SCAR (Suspected Child Abuse Report).
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our program philosophy is to meet the needs of children and families at risk in the
community.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes, we have two on site.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
We provide a meal plan for all of our children that meets 80% of the basic nutritional
needs. We also offer a toddler class, a preschool class, and a pre-k/school-age class.
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Preschool:

Tiny Tiger Preschool

Contact Person: Sue Waterbury
Telephone: 596-4040
Site Address: 1499 San Luis Drive
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had children in our program who are blind, deaf, mobility impaired, autistic,
and speech delayed.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
It is very important that our staff have training in working with special needs.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our program philosophy and structure focuses on socialization and separation for
preschoolers. We allow them to grasp the learning structure of school and show them ways
of being responsible in managing their time.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No, unless under certain circumstances.
What program options do you offer?
Our program is 2 ½ hours a day, three days a week.
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Preschool:

The United Methodist Children’s Center

Contact Person: Martha Chivens and Claire Grether, co-directors
Telephone: 549-0332
Site Address: 1515 Fredericks Street, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above
Are you licensed? Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes, we have had children with a variety of special needs. These include speech and language
delays, cerebral palsy, autism, small muscle delays (no right or left dominance), hemophilia,
and some emotional problems.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
The UMCC staff is not necessarily trained for children with developmental delays.
Therefore, we would need guidance in working with a special needs child. We have brought in
outside experts to guide us, and we have had the child’s parents talk to us.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Children with a variety of special needs have attended UMCC and are considered on an
individual basis. All children will be considered on the following criteria:
1) Is the child toilet trained for the 3 and 4 year old classes? (The toddler children do
not have to be toilet trained.)
2) Can the child benefit from the UMCC educational environment with the standard
non-augmented educational services?
3) Does the child’s presence dramatically alter the environment of the classroom and
the education of the other children in the classroom?
The UMCC directors will thoughtfully discuss with the parents other school environments
that will better meet the needs and provide the appropriate services for their child who is
not able to meet the above criteria.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes. However, we do not allow aides in the classroom.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes, in our toddler program.
What program options do you offer?
We have a program for toddlers and for 3 and 4 year olds. We are open 7:30am to 5:30pm.
Children may attend on a flexible schedule, on Tuesdays and Thursdays, or on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays. Classes are in the morning and in the afternoon.
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Preschool:

YMCA Little Adventures Preschool at Los Ranchos
Elementary School

Contact Person: Amy Buchanan
Telephone: 781-3518, x120
Site Address: 5785 Los Ranchos Road
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
No.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
No. We have had children with special needs in our other YMCA programs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Diversity training and training specific to the child.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
YMCA Little Adventures Preschool is designed for 2 ½ to 5 year olds to learn through
positive experiences in a structured environment. Each day includes a variety of activities to
develop both large and small motor skills, group activities, and a craft. Zoophonics
curriculum is taught daily, and this method of teaching the alphabet is a great tool in
reading readiness. Little Adventures Preschool prides itself in building character and
teaching skills that last a lifetime.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 2 ½ to 5 years. Monday through Friday. 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. The program runs
September through late May.
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LOS OSOS
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Preschool:

Bay Osos Montessori

Contact Person: Anne Hodges
Telephone: 528-8112
Site Address: 1269 3rd Street
Los Osos, CA 93402

Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
We have had a child with a peanut allergy and a child with suspected autism.

What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
It is important for staff to have an awareness of the needs of children with regard to their
personalities and how to help them adapt to groups, follow directions, etc.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our lessons are individualized and focus on the development of skills. Children work at their
own pace and level. We have a multi-age classroom.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
We have not had any requests for therapists to come to our site yet. We would need to
consult with the therapists first.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes, at 2.5 years to 3 years.
What program options do you offer?
Montessori school. Two to five days a week. Full or half days.
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Preschool:

California State Preschool – Los Osos Site

Contact Person: Nancy Norton, Director
Telephone: 782-7275
Site Address: Sunnyside Elementary
880 Manzanita Drive
Los Osos, CA 93402
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Various special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Depends on the needs of the child. We work with children on a case-by-case basis. In the
past, children with special needs have participated as guests in the program, not officially
enrolled, and they have been accompanied by a BHS or paraeducator.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to make sure we have a safe, nurturing, and loving environment for all
children. We aim to help children become self-sufficient and self-directed. We support
children to develop at their own pace. We also encourage parent participation. Parents are
required to participate in the program at least two times per month.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No. Due to staffing and locations of bathrooms.
What program options do you offer?
Monday through Friday from 8:45am-11:45am. Extended day program available from
8:45am-5:00pm. Priority is given to 4-year-olds. If space is available, we will take 3-yearolds as well. Free to income eligible families.
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Preschool:

Los Osos Early Care and Education Center

Contact Person: Terri Sidener
Telephone: 528-2558
Site Address: 880 Manzanita Drive
Los Osos, CA 93402
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
We are in the process of becoming licensed.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
We have not opened yet, but we have children with special needs on the waitlist. We expect
to be accepting many children with special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
The director has taught special education classes in the past. Our lead care providers will
have their bachelor’s degrees. Our assistant care providers will have their associate’s
degrees. We have not finished our hiring, but two of our care providers have special needs
education and work experience with special needs children.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy will be based on the Reggio Emilia program. This is a child-centered program
where the care provider helps students with projects specific to their interests.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes. We encourage it.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes. Potty training is never an issue no matter the age of the child.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 6 weeks through 5 years. Monday through Friday, 7am to 6pm. MWF, TR, or five-day
options. Full day, three-quarter-day, and half-day programs available.
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Preschool:

Sonshine Christian School

Contact Person: Tina Witte
Telephone: 528-1547
Site Address: 1900 Los Osos Valley Road
Los Osos, CA 93402
Mailing Address (if different): P.O. Box 6182
Los Osos, CA 93412

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes, we have had several children with speech and language delays, a few children with
developmental learning disabilities, ADHD, and a child who had mild Autism.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Yes, all of our staff has been trained and certified in Adult/Pediatric CPR & First Aid. We
continually take part in educational opportunities in early childhood and child development to
keep current with all the latest research.
Briefly describe you program philosophy and structure.
We provide a sound, Bible-centered curriculum expressing the love of God and Christian
principles for proper character development. Our teaching is based on the word of God. Our
goal is to help children see themselves as God’s unique creation, to esteem themselves as
such, to begin to understand the wonderful world around them, and to discover the joy of
learning.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes, with parent permission.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes, Sonshine offers “Potty Training.”
What program options do you offer?
Our school offers a Christ-centered educational program for children 2 years – 6th grade.
Sonshine is open Monday through Friday from 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. We provide Preschool
full or half days, Kindergarten, Before & After-School, and Summer Kidz Klub.
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Preschool:

Sunnyside Head Start

Contact Person: Jamie Eyre
Telephone: 528-3717
Site Address: 880 Manzanita
Los Osos, CA 93402
Mailing Address (if different): 1030 Southwood Drive
SLO, CA 93401

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We reserve 10% of our enrollment slots for children with special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Ongoing training built into the program; staying up to date with the current research;
training on appropriate interactions.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our mission is to provide services to low-income families. We see parents as primary
educators of their children. To help children to be kindergarten-ready.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes. There are therapists on site as well.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 3 to 5 years. Part-day, 3 ½ hour classes, available in the mornings and afternoons. No
full-day options available.
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Preschool:

Village Children’s Center

Contact Person: Jody
Telephone: 528-1671
Site Address: 490 Los Osos Valley Road
Los Osos, CA 93402
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
We have had children with autism, developmentally delays, blindness, etc. We seem more
willing to take children with special needs and we love to work therapists to help children.

What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
We are an accredited school. All teachers must have permits and complete 105 continuing
education hours per five years.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Teaching is strongly developmentally based, all inclusive, it is a daycare and a preschool, and
we provide individualized care.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Absolutely
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes
What program options do you offer?
No response.
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Preschool:

Wellspring Children’s Center

Contact Person: Susan Crook
Telephone: 528-2004
Site Address: 1228 7th Street
Los Osos, CA 93402
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had children who fall along the autism spectrum, with ADHD, and with Sensory
Integration Disorder. We have not, as yet, had any children with physical disabilities.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
We believe it is important to stay current with the latest research. All of our teachers have
bachelor’s degrees, and we require on-going education through workshops, formal classes
through Cuesta or Cal Poly, and in-service training.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We are a Christian learning community for children and their families where God’s word and
the knowledge that each child is uniquely created and loved by God is incorporated
throughout all of our activities. We have a developmental – play based program where
children spend time primarily outdoors. We have a garden/farm where children grow
produce, care for chickens and rabbits and learn about the world God created. We allow
creative, self-directed exploration in a loving, safe, and happy environment, believing that it
fosters curiosity and equips children to face life’s challenges building confidence along the
way.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
We are open Monday through Friday from 7:30 am – 5:30 pm. We are primarily a preschool
offering a morning program from 7:30 to 12:00 and we will be offering an afternoon
program from 1:30 to 5:30 beginning in January 2010. We also offer half and full day care.
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MORRO BAY
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Preschool:

California State Preschool – Morro Bay Site

Contact Person: Nancy Norton, Director
Telephone: 782-7275
Site Address: Del Mar Elementary
501 Sequoia, Room 26
Morro Bay, CA 93442
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Various special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Depends on the needs of the child. We work with children on a case-by-case basis. In the
past, children with special needs have participated as guests in the program, not officially
enrolled, and they have been accompanied by a BHS or paraeducator.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to make sure we have a safe, nurturing, and loving environment for all
children. We aim to help children become self-sufficient and self-directed. We support
children to develop at their own pace. We also encourage parent participation. Parents are
required to participate in the program at least two times per month.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No. Due to staffing and locations of bathrooms.
What program options do you offer?
Monday through Friday from 8:30am-11:30am. Priority is given to 4-year-olds. If space is
available, we will take 3-year-olds as well. Free to income eligible families.
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Preschool:

Central Coast Montessori

Contact Person: Laurie Holcomb
Telephone: 772-9317
Site Address: 600 Quintana Road
Morro Bay, CA 93442
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
No, but we would be willing to.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Depends on the needs of the child.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We are a Montessori-based program. Our teaching is individualized to the child’s
developmental needs rather than group-based.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 3 to 6 years. We offer two-day, three-day, and five-day programs. 7:30am-5:30pm.
Full day or half day.
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Preschool:

Sequoia Children’s Center

Contact Person: Tala Romero
Telephone: 772-9358
Site Address: 501 Sequoia
Morro Bay, CA 93442
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Our program is state-funded and so we try our best to adjust our program to the needs
of the children. We have had children who are autistic, deaf, speech delayed, and
developmentally delayed.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
For our teachers, it is required that they qualify for a teacher permit. As for our aides,
they are required to complete a minimum of 12 ECE units.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to provide high quality, full-day care for parents who are working or are in
school. We provide all children with a sense of belonging, as well as assist and provide
opportunities to give them the advantage now and in their future.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
We base our program on the needs of our parents and families. Currently, we are open from
7:30 to 5:00pm, Monday through Friday.
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Preschool:

United Methodist Children’s Center

Contact Person: Christy Hilliard
Telephone: 772-7897
Site Address: 1130 Napa Street, Room 17
Morro Bay, CA 93442
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had quite a few children with learning disabilities.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
We have fully qualified teachers, all who were required to have completed their minimum of
12 ECE units.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We are a Christian preschool and have a very comprehensive program. Our school is open to
all families and we believe that all of our children deserve to be nurtured and cared for
despite what background they may come from.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
No, unless with parents’ request.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
We offer a full-day from 8:00am to 5:00pm and a half-day from 9:00am to noon.
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SANTA MARGARITA
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Preschool:

Santa Margarita Champions Preschool

Contact Person: B. K. Vaca
Telephone: 438-4170
Site Address: 22070 H. Street
Santa Margarita, CA 93453
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
No, we have not.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
It is important for staff to have training in certain areas like safety, positive discipline, and
even in age appropriate activities that can be incorporated into our curriculum and lesson
plans.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
The philosophy of our program is to be committed to enhancing the educational
opportunities for children, families, and the dedicated professionals who serve them.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
We have a 1 to 2-day program as well as a 3 to 5-day program. We also offer a full-day
program that counts towards 4 hours or more, and a half-day program that counts towards
less than 4 hours.
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ATASCADERO
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Preschool:

ASH Building Blocks Child Development Center

Contact Person: Teresa Shepard
Telephone: 466-1745
Site Address: 10333 El Camino Real, #7
Atascadero, CA 93422
Mailing Address (if different): P.O. Box 988
Atascadero, CA 93422

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Various special needs such as sensory issues, autism, and speech delays.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Most of our staff have not had formal training for children with special needs so we
redirect them when necessary. We feel it is important to train our staff to deal with
behavioral issues.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We try to meet each child where their needs are at. Children work at their own pace. We
believe it is important for children to be comfortable in their environment so we try to
create a home-like environment with both big and little furniture and other items typically
found in a home.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes. We love to have them.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 2 years to 5 years. Monday through Friday from 6:15am-5:30pm. Half day or full day.
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Preschool:

Atascadero Children’s Center

Contact Person: Monica Benson
Telephone: 461-9195
Site Address: 11850 Viejo Camino, Bldg. C
Atascadero, CA 93422
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had many children with sensory integration issues, some children with
behavioral issues, some children with developmental delays, and some drug-exposed babies.
We have not had any children with physical disabilities.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Education through ECE classes. We also have literature available. We work with children on
a case-by-case basis. In the past, we have had Tri-Counties Regional Center come and train
our staff to work with a child. They tell us what to expect and techniques to use when
working with the child. We have also had therapists come in and present parenting classes
and workshops to our staff.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is learning through play. We emphasize the development of social skills. We
believe high self-esteem leads to success in other areas of the child’s life. Discipline
through positive reinforcement and redirection. We teach socially acceptable behaviors and
manners. We set up an environment where children feel comfortable to explore and learn.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes. Therapists are welcomed.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes. We teach potty training in the two-year-old room.
What program options do you offer?
We offer two-day (Tuesday, Thursday), three-day (Monday, Wednesday, Friday), and fiveday programs. We are open from 6:30am-6:00pm. The majority of our children attend fulltime, but we also offer half-day programs from 8:00am-12:00pm. Ages 2 yrs. To 5 yrs. old.
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Preschool:

Atascadero Head Start

Contact Person: Debra Welch
Telephone: 466-2190
Site Address: 965 El Camino Real
Atascadero, CA 93422
Mailing Address (if different): 1030 Southwood Drive
SLO, CA 93401

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We reserve 10% of our enrollment slots for children with special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Ongoing training built into the program; staying up to date with the current research;
training on appropriate interactions.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our mission is to provide services to low-income families. We see parents as primary
educators of their children. To help children to be kindergarten-ready.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes. There are therapists on site as well.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 3-5, full day and part day available
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Preschool:

California State Preschool – Atascadero Site

Contact Person: Nancy Norton, Director
Telephone: 782-7275
Site Address: San Gabriel West
8500 San Gabriel Road
Atascadero, CA 93422
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Various special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Depends on the needs of the child. We work with children on a case-by-case basis. In the
past, children with special needs have participated as guests in the program, not officially
enrolled, and they have been accompanied by a BHS or paraeducator.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to make sure we have a safe, nurturing, and loving environment for all
children. We aim to help children become self-sufficient and self-directed. We support
children to develop at their own pace. We also encourage parent participation. Parents are
required to participate in the program at least two times per month.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No. Due to staffing and locations of bathrooms.
What program options do you offer?
Monday through Friday from 8:45am-11:45am. Priority is given to 4-year-olds. If space is
available, we will take 3-year-olds as well. Free to income eligible families.
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Preschool:

Children’s House Montessori School

Contact Person: Korey Dudley
Telephone: 466-5068
Site Address: 3025 Monterey Road
Atascadero, CA 93422
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Children with Down syndrome, mild autism, ADD, and hearing impairments.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
We are not specifically trained to work with children with special needs. Many of these
children’s needs are met through the Montessori program.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Montessori philosophy. A combination of individual work time and group time. Children have
two hours of uninterrupted individual work time where they work at their own pace. They
also have free time outside and large group time.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes, in the toddler program. Not in the preschool program.
What program options do you offer?
Toddler Program: Ages 18 months to 3 years. Monday through Friday. Two-, three-, or fiveday program options. Half day or full day.
Preschool Program: Ages 3 years to 5 years. Monday through Friday. Half day or full day.
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Preschool:

The Learning Tree Preschool

Contact Person: Kelsey Sullivan
Telephone: 466-1133
Site Address: 2400 Traffic Way
Atascadero, CA 93422
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Children with mild autism and learning disabilities.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Classes on children with special needs. Hands-on experience or observation of children with
special needs.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We are a center-based program in a home setting. We have a full preschool and toddler
curriculum and we emphasize the need for education in preschool prior to kindergarten.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 2 years to school-age. We are open Monday through Friday from 7:00am to 5:30pm.
Full time and part time options available.
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Preschool:

Little Ark Preschool

Contact Person: Cheryn Buckman
Telephone: 466-9544
Site Address: 9333 Santa Barbara Road
Atascadero, CA 93422
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had children with mild autism and speech delays. We have not had children
with physical disabilities.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
We are not licensed to work with children with special needs. We work closely with resource
teachers.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We are a structured reading readiness program. We have many activities for the children.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
Ages: 3 years to pre-kindergarten. We are open in the mornings from 8am to 12pm.
Currently we are open Tuesday through Friday.
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Preschool:

Little Lambs Christian Preschool

Contact Person: Kristi Golin
Telephone: 462-0433
Site Address: 5545 Ardilla Avenue
Atascadero, CA 93422
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Presently we have one child with mild autism.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
None of our staff are currently trained to work with children with special needs. An aide
works with the child with autism.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We have a mix of structured and unstructured time. Most of our learning time is in the
morning and is very structured. Our activities include two circle times, inside and outside
times, letter recognition, colors, shapes, a theme of the month, a Bible program, and chapel
on Wednesdays.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes, they must be licensed.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
We have two pre-K classes, the child must be entering kindergarten the next year, and two
preschool classes. Our first preschool class is ages 2 years 6 months to 3 years,3 months.
Our second preschool class is ages 3 years 3 months to 4 years. We offer full day and half
day programs.
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Preschool:

Oak Tree Preschool & Day Care of the Arts

Contact Person: www.preschoolofthearts.us.com
Telephone: 466-2360
Site Address: 12275 Alondra Rd.
Atascadero, Ca 93422
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
No response
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
No response
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
No response
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Comprehensive preschool program with emphasis on the arts
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
No response
Do you take children still in diapers?
No response
What program options do you offer?
Half and full day programs available.
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Preschool:

Rainbows End Preschool

Contact Person: Lisa Edwards
Telephone: 461-8500
Site Address: 7500 Portola Road
Atascadero, CA 93422
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
No, although we currently have a child in our program with Down syndrome.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
They must have completed at least 12 ECE units. We also see that it is important that they
are CPR certified. Creative learning classes are also recommended.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to make sure that children come out of our program as independent
individuals while also working to bring out each of their unique qualities.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
We offer a full-day program from 7:00am to 6:00pm and a half-day program from 7:00am
to 1:00pm.
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TEMPLETON
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Preschool:

Children’s Garden

Contact Person: Melinda Costick
Telephone: 434-1188
Site Address: 701 Crocker Street
Templeton, CA 93465
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Various special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Trainings with local experts. Any training is valuable.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We are a fairly large program. Play-based and developmental. There is an emphasis on
Zoophonics for pre-K.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes. We appreciate it.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No. An exception is made if the child is accompanied by an aide.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 3 years – 5th grade. Monday through Friday from 6:30am-6:00pm. We can create a
program based on the family’s needs.
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Preschool:

Laugh and Learn Preschool

Contact Person: Julie Soto
Telephone: 434-2223
Site Address: 1315 Vineyard Drive
Templeton, CA 93465
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. A few children with autism, a few with ADD, and a few with physical disabilities.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
We do not have special training. We learn what the child needs to work on through
communication with the parents.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Laugh and learn. We are a small school and we focus on the individual needs of the child.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 2 ½ to 5 years. Monday through Friday, 6:30am to 6:00pm. Full day or half day. Half
day is 8:00am to 12:30pm.
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PASO ROBLES

74

Preschool:

California State Preschool – Georgia Brown Site

Contact Person: Nancy Norton, Director
Telephone: 782-7275
Site Address: Georgia Brown Elementary School
36th & Oak Street, Room #31
Paso Robles, CA 93446
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Various special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Depends on the needs of the child. We work with children on a case-by-case basis. In the
past, children with special needs have participated as guests in the program, not officially
enrolled, and they have been accompanied by a BHS or paraeducator.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to make sure we have a safe, nurturing, and loving environment for all
children. We aim to help children become self-sufficient and self-directed. We support
children to develop at their own pace. We also encourage parent participation. Parents are
required to participate in the program at least two times per month.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No. Due to staffing and locations of bathrooms.
What program options do you offer?
Monday through Friday from 12:30pm-3:30pm. Priority is given to 4-year-olds. If space is
available, we will take 3-year-olds as well. Free to income eligible families.
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Preschool:

California State Preschool – Marie Bauer Site

Contact Person: Nancy Norton, Director
Telephone: 782-7275
Site Address: Marie Bauer Elementary School
1626 Vine Street, Room 5
Paso Robles, CA 93446
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Various special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Depends on the needs of the child. We work with children on a case-by-case basis. In the
past, children with special needs have participated as guests in the program, not officially
enrolled, and they have been accompanied by a BHS or paraeducator.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to make sure we have a safe, nurturing, and loving environment for all
children. We aim to help children become self-sufficient and self-directed. We support
children to develop at their own pace. We also encourage parent participation. Parents are
required to participate in the program at least two times per month.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No. Due to staffing and locations of bathrooms.
What program options do you offer?
Monday through Friday from 8:30am-11:30am. Priority is given to 4-year-olds. If space is
available, we will take 3-year-olds as well. Free to income eligible families.
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Preschool:

California State Preschool – Winifred Pifer Site

Contact Person: Nancy Norton, Director
Telephone: 782-7275
Site Address: Winifred Pifer Elementary School
1350 Creston Road, Room 701
Paso Robles, CA 93446
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Various special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Depends on the needs of the child. We work with children on a case-by-case basis. In the
past, children with special needs have participated as guests in the program, not officially
enrolled, and they have been accompanied by a BHS or paraeducator.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to make sure we have a safe, nurturing, and loving environment for all
children. We aim to help children become self-sufficient and self-directed. We support
children to develop at their own pace. We also encourage parent participation. Parents are
required to participate in the program at least two times per month.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No. Due to staffing and locations of bathrooms.
What program options do you offer?
Monday through Friday from 8:15am-11:15am. Priority is given to 4-year-olds. If space is
available, we will take 3-year-olds as well. Free to income eligible families.
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Preschool:

The Children’s Academy Montessori Preschool

Contact Person: Tamera Davis
Telephone: 239-9790
Site Address: 711 Rolling Hills Drive
Paso Robles, CA 93446
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
We have had children with severe food allergies, diabetes, and speech delays.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Our Director has a BA in Child Development as well as 17 years of experience teaching. All
of our staff is required to have a minimum of 15 ECE units and 1 year teaching experience.
We also pay for the cost of tuition of one Business or ECE class per semester at Cuesta
College per staff member.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
The Children’s Academy is a Montessori school with a Toddler class for children 18 months
to 3 years and a Primary class for children 3 to 5 years. Our program runs from 7 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Our philosophy is to allow our students to learn through
experiencing. We offer instruction in math, language, reading, practical life, sensory
development, science, and social skills. We address each child as individuals and encourage
our students to develop self esteem through independence and intrinsic motivation.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
We are open 7 a.m. to 5:50 p.m. Monday through Friday. We offer full time as well as 2 and
3 day per week options for enrollment.
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Preschool:

Christian Life Early Learning Center

Contact Person: Mimma Brandonisio
Telephone: 238-9413
Site Address: 1744 Oak Street
Paso Robles, CA 93446
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had several children with special delays, one with Down Syndrome, one with
ADD, one child with a hearing impairment, and several children with physical delays.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
It is important for staff to take classes and learn from the child’s therapists.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to let children learn through experiences. We use all five senses to learn.
Our program is well-structured and includes circle time, math, science, art, and sensory
activities.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No, children need to be fully potty-trained.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 2 to 5 years. Monday through Friday from 6:45am to 5:45pm. Half days are available
and end at noon. Open year round and during holidays.
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Preschool:

Cuesta College Children’s Center: Paso Robles

Contact Person: Lauren Handley
Telephone: 591-6292
Site Address: 2800 Buena Vista Drive
Paso Robles, CA 93446
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
We have had a wide variety of children with special needs, mostly speech and language
delays, but also many children on the autism spectrum, asthma/allergies, and a few children
with seizure disorders.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
We encourage our staff to take a class on young children with special needs. We also try to
attend workshops.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We have a play based philosophy where children can openly choose activities set around the
room. We also try to practice an emergent curriculum both indoors and outdoors. We do
encourage children to attend a large group once throughout the day and to participate in
table activities that have been selected by staff as developmentally appropriate for the
needs of the children at the time.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 2 to 5 years. Monday through Friday from 7:30 am to 4:00 pm. Must attend at least 2
days/week. Half days end at 12:30pm. Full days end at 4:00pm for toddlers and 5:30pm for
preschoolers. 75% of our spots are reserved for Cuesta student parents.
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Preschool:

Paso Robles Child Development Center

Contact Person: Nancy Norton, Director
Telephone: 782-7275
Site Address: 3150 Park Street
Paso Robles, CA 93446
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Various special needs
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Depends on the needs of the child. We work with children on a case-by-case basis. In the
past, children with special needs have participated as guests in the program, not officially
enrolled, and they have been accompanied by a BHS or paraeducator.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to make sure we have a safe, nurturing, and loving environment for all
children. We aim to help children become self-sufficient and self-directed. We support
children to develop at their own pace. We also encourage parent participation. Parents are
required to participate in the program at least two times per month.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No. Due to staffing and locations of bathrooms.
What program options do you offer?
Monday through Friday. Three hours per day. Free to income eligible families.
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Preschool:

Paso Robles Head Start

Contact Person: Debra Welch
Telephone: 238-5323
Site Address: 304 19th Street
Paso Robles, CA 93446
Mailing Address (if different): 1030 Southwood Drive
SLO, CA 93401

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We reserve 10% of our enrollment slots for children with special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Ongoing training built into the program, staying up to date with the current research, and
training on appropriate interactions.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our mission is to provide services to low-income families. We see parents as primary
educators of their children. To help children to be kindergarten-ready.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes. There are therapists on site as well.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 3 to 5 years. Four part day program options (3.5 hours) and one full day option from
7:30am to 5:30pm, Monday through Friday.
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Preschool:

Paso Robles YMCA

Contact Person: Mary Pryzybla
Telephone: 237-0845
Site Address: 600 Nickerson
Paso Robles, CA 93446
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
No.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. As long as we can accommodate them, they are welcome.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
We have on-going training for our staff, focusing on areas such as positive discipline to
being CPR certified.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our morning program implements Zoo-Phonics, which is an enrichment program that fosters
kinder readiness. Our afternoon program is designed to develop creativity and promote
physical activity.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No, unless it is required for a child with special needs.
What program options do you offer?
Morning program – Zoo Phonics Preschool Program
Afternoon program – Wee Creative Fitness Academy Program
Both programs are offered Monday through Thursday.
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Preschool:

Rainbow Bright Christian Learning Center

Contact Person: Rebecca Rios
Telephone: 238-0551
Site Address: 739 23rd Street
Paso Robles, CA 93446
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
We have had some children with speech delays and currently have one child with autism.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
We require that staff members have a minimum of 15 ECE units. We also believe that, if
possible, it is important for our staff members to attend helpful workshops as a way of
continuously educating themselves.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We believe that children are a gift from God. Our job is to provide a loving environment
where children know that they are special, and can grow to become well-rounded individuals.
Our main philosophy is that if we allow learning experiences for our children, they will grasp
it.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
We have a full-day program from 7:30am to 5:30pm, along with a half-day program
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Preschool:

Saint Rose Pre School

Contact Person: Linda Lawrence, Director
Telephone: 238-0304

Fax: 238-7393

Site Address: 900 Tucker Ave.
Paso Robles, CA 93446
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.

Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Children with speech and language delays, high functioning autism, tourette syndrome,
and Down syndrome.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Our director has a B.S. degree in child development, a multi-subject teaching credential,
and 25 years of experience. Our teacher has an A.A. degree in early childhood education
and 19 years of experience. Our two assistant teachers have 12 ECE units. We also require
10 hours of continuing education and 10 hours of safety instruction each year.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our program is available to 3- 5 year olds including pre-k readiness. The children in our
program are exposed to the humanities. We have a specific teacher for Spanish, arts, and
music.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes, we have some at this time.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
Children typically enroll for 2 years, sometimes 3 years if needed to be ready for
kindergarten. Family chooses days from Monday to Friday.
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Preschool:

S.T.A.R.S.

Contact Person: Ella Porter
Telephone: 238-0200
Site Address: 1402 Golden Hill Road
Paso Robles, CA 93446
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had various children with Down syndrome, autism, learning disabilities, speech
delays, and even behavior problems. S.T.A.R.S. has a speech pathologist who is available to
us. His background is working with children with special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
S.T.A.R.S. would like to see more classes in Early Childhood Education that relate to special
needs children in a classroom setting, particularly in a preschool. It would be great to work
on an in-service or two that would address this issue with staff.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
We believe in the development of the whole child. Our curriculum is designed to focus on
the creative, emotional, intellectual, physical, and social growth of each individual. We also
foster competency in the young child and focus on their daily activities,while being aware of
the needs and expectations of the parents.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
We have an infant program for ages 6 weeks to 18 months, a toddler program for ages 18 to
24 months, and a preschool program for ages 2 to 5 years.
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Preschool:

Trinity Lutheran Preschool

Contact Person: Kim Norman, Director
Telephone: 238-0335
Site Address: 940 Creston Road
Paso Robles, 93446
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had children with speech and language delays, Down syndrome and high
functioning autism.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Each of our preschool staff members has completed the required number of ECE units for
their position, and they are all certified in first aid and CPR. The director and full time
staff attend a conference each year to continue their training. The preschool staff is
encouraged to continue taking classes or workshops to stay up to date in all areas of early
childhood education.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our program is designed to promote the development of the whole child – body, soul, and
mind. We recognize that a preschool experience is the child’s first step into the world
beyond the family. We accept the child as a unique individual, being aware of their individual
emotional and educational needs. Curriculum is taught from a Christian point of view, as the
staff works with the growth of the whole child.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes, in our toddler program.
What program options do you offer?
We work with children ages 2 to 6 years old and have a toddler through Pre-K program.
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CAMBRIA
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Preschool:

Cambria Head Start

Contact Person: Debra Welch
Telephone: 927-0830
Site Address: 2950 Santa Rosa Creek Rd.
Cambria, CA 93428

Mailing Address (if different): 1030 Southwood Drive
SLO, CA 93401

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We reserve 10% of our enrollment slots for children with special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Ongoing training built into the program; staying up to date with the current research;
training on appropriate interactions.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our mission is to provide services to low-income families. We see parents as primary
educators of their children. To help children to be kindergarten-ready.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes. There are therapists on site as well.
Do you take children still in diapers?
Yes.
What program options do you offer?
Ages 3-5, 6 hour day available
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Preschool:

The New Dawn Montessori School

Contact Person: Sonia Lanzen Castellanos
Telephone: 927-4958
Site Address: 1700 Berwick
Cambria, CA 93428
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had many children come in with both developmental delays and emotional
needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Montessori training is important and is key to the education we offer. We also believe it is
important for our staff to have a basic understanding of how to work with children with
special needs.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
No response.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
We offer a before or after-care, along with our full-day program. Morning or afternoon
sessions are also available.
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Preschool:

Small Wonders Preschool

Contact Person: Chris Short
Telephone: 924-1875
Site Address: 2250 Yorkshire
Cambria, CA 93428
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. We have had children coming into our program with hearing problems and speech
delays.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
It is important to have a bachelor’s degree in child development.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is based on meeting the needs of the whole child as well as including the
Spirit of God.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No.
What program options do you offer?
We have a three quarter program from 9:00am to 2:00pm.
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SHANDON
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Preschool:

California State Preschool - Shandon

Contact Person: Nancy Norton, Director
Telephone: 782-7275
Site Address: Shandon Elementary
301 So. First Street, Room 1
Shandon, CA 93461
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Various special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Depends on the needs of the child. We work with children on a case-by-case basis. In the
past, children with special needs have participated as guests in the program, not officially
enrolled, and they have been accompanied by a BHS or paraeducator.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to make sure we have a safe, nurturing, and loving environment for all
children. We aim to help children become self-sufficient and self-directed. We support
children to develop at their own pace. We also encourage parent participation. Parents are
required to participate in the program at least two times per month.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No. Due to staffing and locations of bathrooms.
What program options do you offer?
Monday through Friday from 8:45am-11:45am. Priority is given to 4-year-olds. If space is
available, we will take 3-year-olds as well. Free to income eligible families.
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SAN MIGUEL
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Preschool:

California State Preschool – San Miguel

Contact Person: Nancy Norton, Director
Telephone: 782-7275
Site Address: Lillian Larsen Elementary
1601 “L” Street
San Miguel, CA 93451
Mailing Address (if different): Same as above

Are you licensed?
Yes.
Have you had children with special needs in your program (Medical/ Developmental/
Emotional)? Please explain.
Yes. Various special needs.
What types of training do you see as important for staff in order to better meet the
needs of these children and families?
Depends on the needs of the child. We work with children on a case-by-case basis. In the
past, children with special needs have participated as guests in the program, not officially
enrolled, and they have been accompanied by a BHS or paraeducator.
Briefly describe your program philosophy and structure.
Our philosophy is to make sure we have a safe, nurturing, and loving environment for all
children. We aim to help children become self-sufficient and self-directed. We support
children to develop at their own pace. We also encourage parent participation. Parents are
required to participate in the program at least two times per month.
Do you allow therapists to come to your site to work with children?
Yes.
Do you take children still in diapers?
No. Due to staffing and locations of bathrooms.
What program options do you offer?
Monday through Friday from 8:30am-11:30am and from 12:30pm-3:30pm. Priority is given to
4-year-olds. If space is available, we will take 3-year-olds as well. Free to income eligible
families.
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